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CAO 2014

AS THE first round of the 
CAO offers are published 
today, students may still 
be unsure of what steps 
they should take next. 
Here are answers to  
some of the questions  
you might be asking.

Q&A
Q: What can I do if I am not 
happy with my results?
A. If you’re not happy with 
your results in general, or 
with any particular subject, 
you can view your marked 
papers before deciding 
whether or not to appeal for 
a recheck. In the case of a 
recheck your grade may be 
increased, although it may 
also be reduced. 

Q: How do I view my 
script? 
A. You will need to complete 
an appeals application form, 
either online or in person, 
and submit it to your school. 
This needs to be submitted 
by tomorrow. You will then 
be assigned to one of three 
viewing sessions on Friday,  
August 29 or Saturday, 
August 30.

Q: How do I lodge an 
appeal?
A. All requests for a recheck 
for the 2014 Leaving 
Certificate Examinations 
must be with the State 
Examination Commission  
by 5.30pm on September 3 
so you need to return the 
form to the school by  
September 2.

The results of these re-
checks will be released in 
mid-October. The cost of re-
checking an exam is €40 per 
subject, and €15.50 per 

diary dates 

Procedures 
for script 
viewings – 
and appeals  
if necessary  

tomorrow
Leaving Cert candidates wishing to 
appeal results must return applications 
forms to view their exam scripts.
moNday, aUGUst 25
CAO round one acceptance deadline. 
Acceptances must be received by mail 
or online by 5.15pm.
tHUrsday, aUGUst 28
CAO round two offers published online 
from 6am.
wedNesday,  sePtemBer 3
CAO round two acceptable deadline. 
Acceptances must be received by  
mail or online by 5.15pm. Closing  
date for receipt by the State  
Examination Commission of  
Leaving Certificate appeal  
applications. Deadline is 5.30pm.
earLy to mid-oCtoBer
Release of Leaving Certificate  
appeal results

VIII

Old school: Trinity 
College Dublin, 

Ireland’s oldest 
university, was 

founded in 1592 

Leaving Certificate Applied 
subject. If your result is 
upgraded, your fee will be 
refunded.

Q: Is there a risk associated 
with getting a paper 
rechecked?
A. Yes. While a large 
percentage do have a 
positive outcome via the 
appeal process, it’s 

important to remember that 
you are also at risk of 
dropping a grade (in both 
that particular subject and 
your overall points tally). In 
2013, over 1,600 grades went 
up. Most stayed the same 
and three went down.

Q: How do I accept an 
offer?
A. Round one offers must  

be accepted no later than 
5.15pm on Monday, August 25 
(with an acknowledgement 
of acceptances posted within 
three working days).

If you receive more than  
one offer, you may make 
successive acceptances  
but an acceptance 
automatically cancels and 
supersedes any previous 
acceptance(s) – you may 
have only one current 
acceptance in the entire  
CAO system. 

Applicants may receive level 
seven and level eight course 
offers if they have applied  
for courses at each level. 
However you can only 
accept one in each round. 

You can either accept your 
offer by post or online, but 
you should not do both. If 
you are offered a course in 
the following rounds which 
you ranked higher on your 
CAO list, you can accept it.

Students are allowed to  
drop their first accepted 
course and take up a higher 
position course right up  
until mid-October.

Q: How much time do I 
have to decide which 
grades I wish to appeal?
Not long at all. By tomorrow 
you need to have submitted 
your application to view 
your exam papers. 

Applications for appeals  
must be with the State  
Exam Commissioners by 
September 3. Students  
need to get their forms  
submitted to their schools 
before then.

Q: How do I defer my third 
level place?
If you want to defer your 
third level place, you  
should not accept your  
offer with the CAO – you 
should instead email or  
write to the admissions  
office of the third-level 
institute in which you have 
been offered a place.

This email or letter must 
arrive at least two days 
before the ‘Reply Date’ 
shown on the CAO offer 
notice. The institute in 
question can then opt to 
accept or decline your 
deferral request.

By Eamon Donoghue

Result: Dublin pupils Rebecca Gordon, Enya Drudy and Emily O’Rourke


