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Dust off your 
middle initial, 
it could be the 
making of you
AMERCIAN president John F. Kennedy 
had it, Franklin D. Roosevelt had it, 
George W. Bush has it, even our own 
Michael D Higgins has it – that special 
something extra – a middle initial. 

Yes, crazy as it may seem but crow-
barring your initials into your name 
increases perceptions of status, intel-
lectual capacity and performance.

So say Irish researchers, all with their 
middle initials on show incidentally.

The study at the University of Limerick 
found that people benefit from display-
ing their middle name initials. However, 
this is only limited to situations where 
intellectual achievements are central, 
such as in an ‘intellectual quiz’.

Dr. R. Igou of the Department of Psy-
chology at UL, who carried out the 
research with Dr. Wijnand A. P. van 
Tilburg from the University of South-
ampton, explained what’s in a name.

‘These findings strongly suggest that 
people benefit from displaying their 
middle name initials in situations in 
which intellectual performance 
matters.

‘Importantly, however, these person 
perceptions are limited to contexts 
where intellectual achievements are 
central.’

The research included more than 500 
participants, showing that an essay of 
an author by the name of David Clark 
was evaluated less positively than the 
same essay by David F. P. R. Clark. 

On Irish soil middle namers of note 
are writers W. B Yeats and John B Keane, 
but other famous figures include Lord 
of the Rings author J. R. R. Tolkien.

Famously J.K Rowling, who has no 
middle name, choose to display her ini-
tials to increase the popularity of her 
Harry Potter books amongst her male 
readers. She got the ‘K’ from her 
granny Kathleen’s name.

And let’s not forget Hollywood actor 
Samuel L. Jackson, and Grammy award 
winning singer Mary J. Blige. 
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and David Williams

Day of death brings 
Russia and Ukraine 
closer to all-out war
RUSSIA and Ukraine 
inched closer  to war  
yesterday after ‘many’ pro-
Moscow separatists were 
killed during a major mili-
tary offensive to seize back 
a rebel-held city.

As fighting flared in the east of 
Ukraine, Vladimir Putin said the 
operation had ‘destroyed’ any 
hopes of peace.

The Kremlin said Kiev’s decision 
to deploy the army against its own 
people was a ‘catastrophe’ and 
called for an emergency meeting 
of the United Nations Security 
Council. 

On a day of dramatic develop-
ments in the crisis:
n Ukraine’s acting president Ole-
ksandr Turchynov said the mili-
tants suffered ‘heavy losses’ in the 
anti-terror operation;
n Separatists shot down two army 
helicopters with missiles, killing 
both pilots;
n Women and children stood in 
front of Ukrainian tanks in protest 
at the offensive;
n Moscow said ‘English-speaking’ 
mercenaries were deployed 
against pro-Russian forces, claim-
ing this proved US involvement in 
the mission;
n Military sources said Russia had 
deployed military helicopters to 
its border with Latvia and 
Estonia.

The crisis plunged closer to all-
out conflict after government spe-
cial forces launched a major ‘anti-

terrorist’ drive to snatch back the 
key eastern city of Sloviansk. Mr 
Turchynov said: ‘The criminals 
suffered heavy losses – many were 
killed, wounded and taken 
prisoner.’ 

But the operation was not going 
as quickly as hoped, he said on TV, 
and was ‘greatly complicated’ by 
the conflict taking place in popu-
lation centres. 

Mr Turchynov said two Ukrain-

ian army personnel were killed in 
the fighting and accused pro-Rus-
sian forces of hiding behind civil-
ians and hostages. 

He urged the Russian president 
to ‘stop threats and intimidation’ 
amid widespread belief that the 
Kremlin is  supporting the 
militants.

In response, a Putin spokesman 
said the military operation 
launched by Kiev meant the 

Geneva agreement to defuse the 
crisis was no longer viable. ‘At the 
same time that Russia is taking 
pains to de-escalate and regulate 
the conflict, the Kiev regime has 
begun shooting up peaceful towns 
with military helicopters and has 
started a punitive operation, 
essentially destroying the last 
hope for the viability of the 
Geneva agreement,’ said spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov.

TV footage from Sloviansk 
showed several members of the 
Ukrainian forces bloodied and 
being given medical aid while 
behind them barricades blazed.

Up to 50 hostages were being 
held in the city, including six West-
ern monitors seized more than a 
week ago. Nine checkpoints were 
said to have been taken by 

Ukraine command forces on roads 
into the city as troops prepared to 
move against heavily armed forces 
holding several state buildings 
and police stations. 

Separatists launched reprisals by 
seizing control of the main railway 
station at Donetsk.

With 40,000 Russian troops and 
armour on the border, there were 
fears the military offensive could 
be used as a reason by Mr Putin to 
order them to cross into Ukraine.

In Odessa, police said more than 
40 people had been killed and 50 
wounded in clashes between sup-
porters of Kiev and pro-Russian 
activists.
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‘Peace hopes 
destroyed’


