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Simon, I didn’t aim for your head (honest!)
Knife hits board here,
bounces out and lands
at Cowell’s feet, circled

Ready, aim…: Simon Cowell good-naturedly shuts his eyes as Edward Pinder aims next to his left thigh – then misses his left cheek by inches
THERE’S a long queue of people who’d like to
throw something at Simon Cowell.

Circus performer: Edward, age 11

So the TV mogul probably thought it would be
rather amusing to put himself in front of an
11-year-old knife thrower who was auditioning for
tonight’s Britain’s Got Talent.
But the stunt appeared to backfire when Edward
Pinder seemed to have a touch of nerves. While his
first knife safely missed Cowell’s right thigh by
more than a foot, his second shot was off target.
Aiming for somewhere close to the star’s left
thigh, Edward somehow managed to throw the
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razor sharp blade towards his head.
The knife missed the 54-year-old judge’s left
cheek by three inches, then bounced to the floor
near his feet.
Edward admitted yesterday he was ‘pretty scared’
at the prospect of throwing a knife towards a multimillionaire. He said: ‘I was aiming [lower down]
because if it went up to his head and bounced off it
might have hit him, and I didn’t want to do that.
‘It’s not just little plastic knives, they are proper

ones. He just stood and looked at me. We weren’t
expecting that really.’
A clearly rattled Cowell hastily left the stage after his near miss. He said: ‘I kind of felt my life go
in front of me then.’
Fellow judge Amanda Holden, 43, exclaimed ‘You
nearly killed Simon Cowell’.
Edward was taught to throw knives by his uncle
and spends eight months of every year touring the
country with his family’s circus. If he stays in the
competition, he plans to make his act even more
risky. He said: ‘I might do it blindfolded.’
l Britain’s Got Talent airs tonight at 7pm on UTV.

‘Veg price war will be
another food scandal’
Warning of supermarkets monopolising produce
CONSUMERS are being
warned of the damaging cost
of fruit and veg special offers
in supermarkets.
A leading trade body yesterday claimed the deals will have
a negative effect similar to that
of the horsemeat scandal.

Retail Excellence Ireland’s David
Fitzsimons warned that the best
price was not necessarily the best
value. As the grocery trolley staples
of fruit and veg become the main
battleground in the latest supermarket price war, Tesco has cut
prices as low as 29c.
Aldi and Lidl reacted by reducing
their prices this week to 39c, while
SuperValu have also introduced a
number of special offers.
David Fitzsimons warned that
despite the positive impact this
price war is having for consumers
now, it could end up pricing
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smaller firms out of the market.
‘An over-fixation on price alone
may bring back the horsemeat
scandals, where the best price isn’t
necessarily the best value,’ he said.
He said the low prices were not
good for businesses or farmers.
‘It’s not good if three principal
supermarkets are owning 80 per
cent of the market. What benefits
everyone is a fragmented, competitive market. It’s unsustainable and
these battles will ultimately lead to
an over-fixation in prices.
‘In the short term, yes, this is
good for consumers, but in the
medium term it becomes bad. Bad
for food providence, and for farmers to get a fair price and not to be
cut out of business.’
Irish Organic Farmers’ and Growers’ Association manager Gillian
Westbrook told the Irish Daily Mail

that these cuts are putting huge
pressure on members.
‘The sad thing is that there’s non
essential foods in these supermarkets everywhere that are so expensive, and now they’re trying to
undercut our essentials, our organic
produce,’ she said.
‘It’s having a very negative effect
on a lot of Irish farmers because
any low-cost retailer puts huge
pressure on organic farmers.
‘Some consumers see this as a
positive move as they’re getting
things cheaper but you have to look
at the overall product.
‘It’s a shame, a shame that prices
are getting so low that farmers
can’t even afford to produce.’
Ms Westbrook said the supermarkets were ‘certainly undermining
Irish produce’.
‘It is putting people out of business, a lot of us are really struggling,’ she said. ‘Our members are

producing this food and they can’t
make profits at these prices.’
A Lidl spokesperson said, ‘Every
offer is unique and different each
week’.
Lidl’s current push is carrots and
cucumbers at 39c, courgettes at
59c and €3 for two grapes punnets
– but these prices are not necessarily for a limited time.
‘We have offers every week – usually four fruit and veg items every
week, in addition to other offers,’
the spokesman said.
Aldi explained that their ‘Super
Six’ offer will be available until
tomorrow, although they were unable to comment on whether prices
will continue to drop from then.
Super Valu said their special
offers will run until Wednesday, but
they, too, were unable to confirm
whether they intend to continue
the price decreases.
reporter@dailymail.ie

Lily-Mae turns
six with cancer
in remission
AS Tiny Dancer Lily-Mae turned six yesterday, her parents spoke of their
‘renewed belief’ that they will get to
enjoy many more birthdays with the
little girl who is battling cancer.
Lily-Mae Morrison, who suffers from
neuroblastoma, a form of brain cancer,
has been in remission for six months.
On the joyous family occasion yesterday, parents Judith Sibley and Leighton
Morrison admitted they once feared
she would never see her sixth birthday.
Ms Sibley said: ‘Today is a day of huge
celebration and I feel like shouting
from the rooftops that my little girl is
six. She’s fought this monster disease
so well and not only is it her birthday,
she’s also six months in remission.’
The youngster, from Claregalway, Co.
Galway, was declared in remission for
the first time in 17 months last October.
And since then she has successfully
been undergoing the first phase of a
groundbreaking clinical trial at Helen
de Vos Hospital in Michigan.
Fundraising for Lily-Mae’s treatment
began in earnest two Christmases ago,
when a version of Elton John hit Tiny
Dancer recorded by Irish artists scaled
the charts. However, fundraising for
her vital treatment is ongoing.
Donations can be made at www.
thesunnimaetrust.ie or idonate.ie/lily.

