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Leo admits 
to fakery on 
Facebook 

HE might be tipped as the 
next Fine Gael leader but Leo 
Varadkar has been leading a 
double life – on Facebook at 
least.

The Health Minister has admit-
ted that he has been using a sepa-
rate profile on the social network 
under a different name and featur-
ing a mysterious profile picture.

The image of one ‘Eric Howell’ listed 
on Facebook yesterday morning was a 
dark silhouette of a man standing on 
a cliff edge. Mr Howell shares the 
Health Minister’s education history 
studying at King’s Hospital in Dublin 
before going to Trinity College in 
Dublin. And they are both from Blan-
chardstown.

Mr Howell ‘checked-in’ at numerous 
places around the country and the 
world since his Facebook page was 
set up last year and these diary loca-
tions bore a striking resemblance to 
the hectic itinerary of Mr Varadkar.

The well-travelled Mr Howell 
checked in at Catedral de Santiago on 
August 24 and Minister Varadkar 
went on the Spanish pilgrimage this 
year at the exact same time. 

Mr Howell also checked in at Marlay 
Park on June 29 at an Arcade Fire and 
Pixies gig which the Health Minister 
had attended.

As for culture, it seems that the pair 
share similar tastes with cult film 
Fight Club listed on Mr Howell’s Fa-
cebook page and Mr Varadkar admit-
ting in a tweet this year that he be-
came a fan of the Pixies after hearing 
the band on the Fight Club sound-
track. Shanghai in China, Savannah 
in Georgia, US, and Ocean Drive in 
Miami are just three of the places 
where the pair were simultaneously.

And Mr Howell also checked in at 
Thomond Park on, you guessed it, the 
same day that then Transport Minis-
ter was scheduled to attend the Mun-
ster versus Toulouse match in...
Thomond Park in April.

They share tastes, pastimes and 
also pals it seems: Mr Howell has 39 
listed friends including the Health 
Minister’s sister Sonia Varadkar and 
his media adviser Nick Miller.

So who is Eric Howell? Well it’s all 
become a bit obvious. Mr Varadkar – 
who already has a personal Facebook 
page with more than 140 friends and a 
‘Leo Varadkar TD’ Facebook page – 
confirmed yesterday that the mystery 
man was his alter ego. The Health 
Minister said: ‘This was a personal 
Facebook account for friends and 
family. It’s my middle name and moth-
er’s maiden name and any one of my 
friends would know that. This has 
nothing to do with politics.’

However, it seems that just as quick-
ly as a picture of Mr Howell has 

emerged, he has vanished... as the 
page had gone from Facebook by 
12.30pm yesterday after his identity 
was revealed in the Sunday Times.

Fine Gael TD John Paul Phelan was 
one of the 39 friends on Eric Howell’s 
Facebook. 

He claimed yesterday that he did 
not know that Eric Howell was in fact 
Leo Varadkar. Mr Phelan said: ‘I 
thought that Eric Howell was a real 
person. I thought it was a friend of 
Leo or someone like that. I just as-
sumed. I know that a few politicians 
have Facebook accounts with not 
necessarily their own names.’

Denis Naughten TD said that he has 
a second account but that he uses his 
actual name for it. The Roscommon 
TD explained that ‘most TDs I know 
would be using Facebook just for 
 professional use’. 
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‘It’s for friends  
and family’

Facebook posts  
and tweets that  
prove Eric is Leo

The busy ‘check-in’ 
history of Eric Howell

September 6: Cagliarie Citta 

August 24: Catedral de Santiago

June 29: Marlay Park 

June 27: Moran’s Oyster  
Cottage, Galway

June 8: Hill 16

May 10: RDS

April 29: Shanghai, China 

April 15: Government Buildings

April 5: Thomond Park                        

March 16:  Hilton Savannah De Soto 

March 10: Ocean Drive, Miami 

Tweets from  
Leo Varadkar

August 24: ‘Howdy Pilgrim’ from 
Camino de Santiago
June 29: Tweets from The Pixies 
concert at Marlay Park. ‘I am full of 
surprises. Have been into them since 
Fight Club. Arcade Fire, meh.’

April 29: Tweets picture with 
Shanghai Gaels’

April 5: Minister attends Munster v 
Tolouse Heineken Cup                             

March 16: ‘Met Governor Deal of 
Georgia for Breakfast, Mass Now, 
Parade Next.

March 10: Minister goes on tour of 
US south east, Miami, Atlanta and  
Savannah      

A FRAUDSTER chopped off his own  
finger and thumb to claim some 
€2million in insurance.

Ralf-Werner Dehmer, 50, took out 
three separate policies – each with a 
clause on hand and finger wounds – 
shortly before an accident with a 
circular saw in February 2010. 

He told hospital staff he had tripped 
over his dogs and fallen against the 
saw, severing his thumb and a finger 
on his left hand. But police and insur-

ance company officials smelled a 
rat. An insurance fraud specialist 
said it was astonishing that the rest 
of his hand emerged unscathed.

A judge in Norderstedt, near Ham-
burg, found Dehmer, an insurance 
agent, guilty of fraud and gave him a 
22-month suspended jail sentence.

The police were unable to locate 
Dehmer’s severed finger and thumb. 
His wife claimed to have found them 
later outside in the snow.

Conman cut off thumb
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